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    Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 
    Thursday, February 11, 2010 
    Old Main, Giffels Auditorium 
 
Members present: Jeremy Battjes, Paul Bixby, Angela Black, Donnie Blagg, Kelly Carter, Jami 
Coker, Angela Davis, Tonya Foster, George Fowler, Lisa Frye, Andy Gilbride, Melynda Hart, April 
Martin, Javene Mounce, Eve Owens, Autumn Parker, Michele Payne, Valerie Robertson, Henry 
Rowe, Elizabeth Underwood, Eric Vaught, Trish Watkins 
Members absent: Jonnelle Colbert, Cat Donnelly, Leanna Foshe, Gerald Golden, Natalie Kramer, 
Chris Pohl. 
Guests present: Donald O. Pederson, Gary Smith 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Angela Black at 9:30am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
III. Recognition of the recipients for Employee of the 2nd Quarter- Lisa Frye; Lisa Frye recognized the 
recipients for Employee of the 2nd Quarter. 
IV. Recognition of the recipients for the Outstanding Team Award – Melynda Hart; Melynda Hart 
recognized the recipients for the Outstanding Team Award. 
V. Presentation from Dr. Don Pederson, Vice Chancellor for Finance & Administration; Dr. 
Pederson gave a presentation to Staff Senate regarding the University’s budget and how it’s 
funded.   
VI. Announcements from Transit and Parking – Gary Smith; 
a. Transit and Parking are currently counting parking lot spaces for the special parking 
permits for employees who work second shift. 
b. The garage being built on Garland Street is scheduled to open in the Fall 2010. 
VII. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the meeting minutes as presented with 
corrections.   Corrections include Section II, change “adopt the meetings minutes as 
presented” to adopt the agenda as presented”.  Section X, change “Effective January 1, 2010 
any employee caught smoking on campus the following steps will be taken” to Effective 
January 1, 2010 any Housing employee caught smoking on campus the following steps will 
be taken”.  Section XI, letter A, add pending review of the proposal. 
VIII. Announcements from Angela Black, Chair; Lori Magar resigned from Staff Senate.   
IX. Reports from Standing Committee: 
a. Elections – Paul Bixby; Haven’t met. 
b. Finances – Elizabeth Underwood; No report.    
c. Scholarship – Leanna Foshe; Not present.  Elizabeth is scheduled to speak at University 
Advancement’s meeting in March on Staff Senate Scholarships and fundraising. 
d. Parking and Transit- Henry Rowe; No Report 
e. Picnic – Michele Payne; Michele distributed the Special Events budget to each Senator 
present. 
f. Secretary – Donnie Blagg; No report. 
g. Internal Affairs- Andy Gilbride; The Committee is waiting to get additional information 
from Dana Collins in Human Resources on the Qualified Adult initiative. 
X. Old Business 
XI. New Business 
a. Whole Hog Incentive for Staff Scholarship – Elizabeth Underwood;  Elizabeth proposed 
to Staff Senate an incentive to get a special consideration by the Alumni Association 
for the staff scholarship by participating in the Whole Hog program.  The Whole Hog 
program is developed by the Alumni Association to thank groups of people who are 
members of the association. If Staff Senate achieves Whole Hog status they will 
receive some goodies from Rick’s Bakery and $1000 donation to the Staff Senate 
Scholarship.  
XII. Announcements – Debbie McLoud 
a.  Human Resources is currently reviewing the Inclement Weather Policy. 
XIII. Around the Senate 
a. Jeremy Battjes reported IMRS is having a meeting with consultants to expand the HPER 
building next Tuesday all are welcome to attend. 
b. Michele Payne received an update from Richard Hudson’s office regarding state 
government updates from Little Rock.  The Legislators are looking at tuition increase 
concerns and setting the amounts of lottery scholarships. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:32am 
 
     
